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SEMIKOLE, wm'inohl, a Muskhogean
tribe of Indians who originally lived in
Florida. They consisted chiefly of immigrants
from the Lower Creek towns on the Chatta-
hoochee River, and took their present name
about 1775. The Seminoles first came into
conflict with tlus United States in 1817, when
General Andrew Jackson invaded their terri-
tory. After the cession of Florida to the
United States in 1819, a treaty was made
with them providing for their removal west
of the Mississippi River, but a lar^e number,
under the leadership of the celebrated Osceola
(which see)T refused to be bound by the
treaty. Their heroic efforts to hold their
territory and to prevent; themselves from
being" removed west of the Mississippi were
so suwfcMi'.ful that it was only after a war of
seven years (1835 18413), which cost the
United States $10,000,000 and 2,000 lives,
that the Heminolos were* transported to what
is now Oklahoma and finally nettled there,
where their descendants are American citi-
zens. A few still remain in Florida, where
they are to be placed on a small reservation,
because of the draining1 of the swamps.
SBMIEAMISt atumir'amin, a queen of
Assyria, whose history is a mingling of fact
and fubltt. Tradition credits her as the
founder of Babylon and the conqueror of
Poma and K#yj*t. According* to the story,
sh& warn a daughter <»f tho fish goddess Dcrceto
by a Syrian youth. When deserted by her
mother* she wan fed by *lov<»H until discovered
by the dw»C of the royal shepherds, who
adopted her, Htsr btuwty attracted King
Ninus of Assyria, who made her his wife.
Upon tbo death of her husband she reigned
gloriously for forty-two yenrg* when she was
dgpofted by her non* when nhe disappeared.
The hanging gimlctm of Babylon are attrib-
uted to hen Catharine II of Russia was
called the K^mlramis of the North.
SEMITES, *m'tt**9 who together with the
Hamito and the Aryans constitute the three
great divisions of the white race* are a west-
Asiatie group of people, including the
Hebrews, Assyrians, Chaldeans, Carfchagin-
ian&j Arabians, Babylomaas, Phoenicians and
various other peoples, eloiely akinjfa physi-
cal and mental dharaateristies, religion and
language* The name is derived from that
of Shem, the son of Noah, but is not rightly
applied to all of the people who are given
in Gm&niit X as the descendants of Shem,
Judaism, Christianity and Mohammedanism
 had their origin with the Semitic races; our
alphabet comes from the Phoenicians
SEMITIC LANGUAGES form an impor-
tant linguistic family, usually divided into a
northern and a southern section. The north-
ern group includes the ancient dialects of
Assyria and Babylonia (recovered by means
of the cuneiform inscriptions), the Hebrew,
the Phoenician and the Aramaic. Of these,
the Hebrew alone is extant as a spoken lan-
guage. The most important of the south
Semitic tongues, and the only one now in ex-
tensive use is the Arabic. To this southern
branch belongs also the Ethiopic, or ancient
ecclesiastical language of Abyssinia. The
greatest literary attainments of the Semites
are the Bible and the Mohammedan Koran.
Related Articles. Consult the following
titles for additional information:
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SEMMES, semz, raphael (1809-1877), an
American naval officer who commanded the
Alabama, the famous Confederate vessel of
the Civil War, was born in Charles County,
Md. He entered the navy in 1832, having
previously studied law, took part in the
Mexican War, and at the outbreak of the
Civil War joined the Confederate service. As
commander of the Swmter, and later of the
Alabama, he captured many prizes (see ala-
bama, the). Semmes was later placed in
charge of the James River squadron. He
was imprisoned after the war, but gained his
liberty at the amnesty. He then devoted him-
self to his law practice and to the writing of
several books, notably Service Afloat and
Ashore, Cruise of the Alabama and Sumter
and Campaign of General Scott in the Val-
ley of Mexico*
SEN7ATE, originally the supreme legisla-
tive body of ancient Rome, first instituted,
according to tradition, "by Romulus. Under
the Republic the consuls, the consular tribunes
and the censors had the power of choosing
the senators; but they were restricted to those
who had previously held magistracies, and as
the magistrates were chosen by popular elec-
tion, the senate was ultimately a representa-
tive "body. In the administration of affairs
the senate was supreme, and during national
crises it could invest the consuls "with absolute
and dictatorial authority. Its numbers varied
from 100 to 1,000, being often increased or
diminished to suit the wishes of various em-
perors and dictators.

